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About the partners

UMi makes it easier for you and your business to do 

more and go further:

•  Find or retain more customers

•  Secure more funding

We believe businesses have the power to make a difference and that by 

working together businesses can do more and go further. UMi knows that to 

make that difference it takes more than just us. UMi is powered by a great 

network of open-minded partners across the private and public sector, from 

the youngest start-ups, to the most established blue chips – all with the 

commitment and specialisms to make a real difference.

weareumi.co.uk

Since October 2016, the team at Digital Enterprise 

have been helping SMEs across nine West and North 

Yorkshire districts and boroughs to boost their 

businesses by doing more with digital technology.

The programme is partly funded by the European 

Union (European Regional Development Fund 2014-20), the Leeds City 

Region Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and nine of the local authorities 

that make up the Leeds City Region.

Now in its second phase the extremely successful programme aims to create a 

culture of digital transformation in businesses in the area by providing funding 

for businesses to invest in developing their digital capabilities, and/or access 

to events, mentoring and digital tools to improve their knowledge.

The overall vision and aspiration of the programme is to help small firms go 

further and achieve more by supporting them in digital maturity as they scale 

up and grow.

Businesses that have accessed one or more of Digital Enterprise’s support 

programmes have attributed the grant funding and business support 

intervention they have received as a key reason for their increased use of 

new technology deployment and digital solutions within their organisations. 

Those involved have gained increased confidence, the ability to access new 

markets and customers, the creation of new jobs, a more flexible workforce, 

and increased profitability.

digitalenterprise.co.uk

Digital Enterprise

UMi

http://www.weareumi.co.uk
http://www.digitalenterprise.co.uk


The Digital Enterprise Digital Transformation Directory will shine a spotlight 

on the fantastic businesses and expertise within the Leeds City Region 

making a real difference with digital transformation.

We know that digital adoption can help make businesses more efficient, 

innovative and resilient but it can be difficult to know where to start and who 

to turn to, especially for new businesses.

Part of the Top 100 campaign delivered by the Digital Enterprise team and 

delivery partner UMi, this directory will make it easier by providing advice 

from digital experts on what digital transformation is, the technologies 

involved and their potential impacts, and what to consider when thinking 

about adding more digital capability to your business. 

It will provide substantial listings for local businesses that can help with 

different aspects of digital transformation - from apps and digital marketing 

to connectivity and web development. These businesses will not be 

officially endorsed by Digital Enterprise, but will showcase suppliers to our 

audience of 1000s of local businesses looking to transform and adopt digital 

technologies.

The Digital Transformation Directory will highlight the great work of Digital 

Enterprise (with businesses of all ages), raise the visibility of the region’s 

excellent digital ecosystem, and inspire companies to take the next steps on 

their digital journey, or their first steps for brand new businesses.

It will make it easier for businesses to know who to go to, to explore their 

digital needs and embark on projects to help them go further.

What is the Digital Enterprise Digital 
Transformation Directory?
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Celebrating the success of the Digital Enterprise programme and the achievements of 

businesses in the region, we are delighted to launch the third instalment of the Digital 

Enterprise Top 100 campaign, the Digital Transformation Directory.

Delivered by the Digital Enterprise team and delivery partner UMi, the campaign will 

profile and celebrate 100 of the region’s most innovative and transformational digital 

projects and businesses. We’ll share their success stories not just across Yorkshire and the 

North, but across the UK and internationally, shining a light on the fantastic businesses 

that can be found here.

What is the Digital Enterprise Top 100?

Why digital transformation?
Innovation and digital transformation are at the very heart of helping businesses get 

more done, go further and achieve more. They are key to building a sustainable and 

growing economy and can be recognised not just in products and services, but also across 

management processes and business operations.

Why Yorkshire?

* (stats from Leeds City Region LEP)

5,202
Businesses from across the 

region have engaged with 

Digital Enterprise

£6.5m

Digital Enterprise has so far 

provided over £4.6 million of 

funding for SMEs in the Leeds 

City Region

1,800
Digital transformation projects 

will lead to the creation of 

1800 jobs in the region

£12.3m
The total value of projects 

supported by Digital 

Enterprise
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Together, we will:

1. Celebrate the fantastic network of digital 

experts in the area. 

2. Make it easier for businesses to start up 

and transform digitally. 

3. Accelerate and unlock opportunities for 

businesses within the Leeds City Region.

4. Help shape the future of digital 

transformation across Yorkshire. 

In recognising these distinct goals, we have 

developed a media and content campaign 

that will bring together businesses, partners, 

suppliers, digital specialists and thought 

leaders – the Digital Transformation Directory.

The campaign will:Get Involved

• Be a celebration of the fantastic businesses and expertise within the region making a 

real difference to digital transformation.

• Engage 100s of businesses looking for support with their first, or their next steps on 

their digital transformation journey.

• Act as a catalyst for growth at local, regional and national levels by adding further impetus 

to the digital agenda across the UK.

• Act as a vehicle to help facilitate matching opportunities for further digital development 

between partners, collaborators and SMEs.

• Showcase the most innovative experts supporting businesses with different aspects of 

digital transformation in an interactive digital publication, featuring business profiles, 

advice and opinion pieces, case studies and interviews, as well as invaluable resources 

for start-up and established businesses.

• Blend editorial content, messaging, events and networking opportunities, which will:

• Demonstrate the benefits of digital transformation and adoption for all types of 

business

• Showcase opportunities for businesses embracing digital technology

• Shine a light on the fantastic digital ecosystem in the region

• Monthly spotlight events will accompany the directory, drawing attention to the wealth 

of knowledge in the region. Each event will focus on a specific digital transformation 

topic, providing inspiration and practical advice, and giving the partners involved the 

opportunity to engage directly in real time with businesses from across Yorkshire.



Journey

1 2 3 4
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The submission process: 

An extensive marketing campaign 

will invite businesses from across the 

region to submit profiles for inclusion 

in the Digital Transformation 

Directory. Submissions will undergo 

a verification process before being 

considered for inclusion. Partners 

will be invited to contribute editorial 

content, advertising, advice and 

opinion pieces as part of the 

publication.

The Digital Transformation 

Directory: 

This high quality fully interactive 

digital publication will form the 

cornerstone of the campaign. It 

will feature at least 100 business 

profiles of those providing products, 

services and expertise in a range of 

digital adoption and transformation 

topics, as well as supporting feature 

interviews, case studies, resources 

and commentary from thought 

leaders and stakeholders publication.

Monthly spotlight and networking 

events: 

Publication of the directory will 

coincide with the rollout of monthly 

networking events, drawing attention 

to the wealth of digital knowledge 

and expertise in the area. Each 

event will focus on a specific digital 

transformation topic (and section of 

the directory), providing partners 

with a platform to discuss the 

importance of that topic and speak 

directly with businesses interested in 

finding out more.

Campaign content – digital digests: 

Throughout the campaign, a wide 

range of content will be shared 

through opinion pieces, useful 

downloads, videos and case studies to 

encourage and inspire businesses with 

digital adoption and transformation. 

Digital digests (shared via email and 

social media) will accompany each 

spotlight event, showcasing the topic 

and the businesses involved, and 

providing a greater long-term impact 

for partners.

Proposed timings of the Digital Transformation Directory Campaign

	Directory profile and partner submissions | June-July 2021

	Editorial production and design | August 2021

	Directory launch and online publication | September 2021

	Sustained content campaign commences | September 2021

	Monthly spotlight and networking events (six in total) |    
 September 2021-February 2022

	Post campaign impact report circulated | March 2022
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The Digital Transformation Directory



DE Top 100 Network

• Digital Enterprise Businesses 

Over 3,500 businesses have engaged with Digital Enterprise 

directly.

• Digital Champions 

Regional ‘influencers’ that are part of the Digital Knowledge 

Exchange who share our passion for supporting businesses 

going digital.  

• Virtual Events 

Speaking at virtual events organised by local Charities and 

Business Membership/Support Organisations. 

• UMi 

Sharing the event and publication with our national 

partners and business contacts. 

• Press 

Press releases will be issued strategically throughout the 

campaign at the regional news outlet such as the Yorkshire 

Post and Bdaily.  

Public Sector

Private Sector

Northern 

Powerhouse

Leeds City 

Region LEP

Digital 

Enterprise 

Businesses

UMi
Virtual 

Events

Digital 

Champions

Nine Local 

Authorities

Press

Digital 
Transformation 

Directory 
Network’

• Nine local authorities
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Estimated brand reach 

120,745



The Impact of Digital Enterprise
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5,202  
Businesses engaged with the Digital 

Enterprise programme

£12,319,903 
Amount spent with digital suppliers so 

far as part of the programme

£6,564,255 
Funding provided as Digital Growth or 

Connectivity Vouchers

We the help of funding from Digital 

Enterprise we have gone from a slow, 

manual system of collecting and recording 

financial data to this amazing high-tech 

software. We can now deliver an improved 

service for our customers, saving time and 

money, and making everything run more 

efficiently.

- Mike Black, Sound Leisure 

“
The funding meant we could invest in a 

factory-wide wi-fi system so that we could 

operate a new barcoding scheme. Our 

new technology is leading to growth, with 

a healthy increase in turnover and the 

creation of new jobs.

- Andy Smith, Arville Textiles

“
We haven’t looked back since we upgraded 

our technology. The new infrastructure 

means we have been able to expand our 

client base, become more flexible and added 

new services, which has triggered some 

major client wins.

- Faresh Maisuria, Blueberry Marketing

“

Our IT and digital resource were under 

continuous pressure. As part of the growth 

we needed to implement bespoke software 

and an in-house server and we needed 

a dedicated, more powerful broadband 

connection. Digital Enterprise helped us to 

fund this.

- Duncan Oakes, Clearpoint Recycling

“
I’ve found Digital Knowledge Exchange 

[part of Digital Enterprise] to be a massive 

help over the past year. It’s given me the 

confidence to launch a number of new 

services – and to leave my part time job and 

go ‘all in’ with my business. It has also helped 

me build my visibility, through social media, 

use of video, email marketing, etc.

- Lisa Jagger, Straight Forward Funding

“



Why work with us?
Being a partner represents true value by offering 

a whole host of branding, speaking, networking 

and advertising opportunities online and face-to-

face.

Alongside the directory listings, the Digital 

Transformation Directory provides a unique 

opportunity for a small number of partners to 

benefit further from the marketing campaign, 

editorial content options, spotlight events and 

ongoing legacy opportunities. As a section or 

directory partner, you would receive the direct 

campaign benefits including:

• Involvement and profile throughout 

extensive media campaign highlighting the 

Yorkshire’s digital expertise.

• Content integration and branding, aligning 

key messaging throughout the campaign 

reaching a regional audience of start-up and 

high growth businesses.
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Establish yourself as a thought leader

To stand out and be successful, you must be seen to lead. Where better than in 

front of an influential audience of key business owners and managers actively 

seeking support?

Digital Enterprise’s Digital Transformation Directory sponsorship will position 

you at the forefront of leading digital businesses in the Leeds City Region, 

while establishing you as the brand of repute in the minds of genuine business 

influencers.

Raise your brand profile

Affiliation will generate strong brand recognition, ensuring established and future 

business leaders recognise your company.

Taking a partner package with speaking opportunities further ensures that existing 

and potential customers witness your industry standing and your importance in the 

world of digital.

Promote new services and schemes

An audience of the most exciting businesses in the region produces the ideal 

occasion to promote your company.

In addition to the attention and long-lasting impact of this campaign, the exposure 

through the Digital Enterprise and UMi brands, and associated PR, will provide the 

widest possible audience engagement for your brand.



Directory 
listing 

£50

Enhanced 
directory 

listing  
£100

Full page 
advert 

£1,000

Section 
partner 

£2,500

Directory 
partner 

£5,000

Logo on materials     
Inclusion on social media     
Inclusion in digital digest emails     
Directory listing for your business (logo, company name, website address, phone, email)     
Enhanced profile listing (more space to talk about your brand, your services and your 

specialisms)
   

Enhanced profile positioning (listed first within the section, at the top of the page)    
Article on UMi platform   
Full page advert in directory publication   
Editorial/interview in directory publication  
Branding throughout chosen directory section 
Branding throughout the whole publication 
Exclusive speaker opportunity at spotlight events  
Networking opportunities via spotlight events  
Naming rights (DE Digital Transformation Directory, in association with xx) 
Quotes in press releases 
Solus email to our database of contacts 
Exhibition space at Go Digital Live conferences  
Webinar speaker opportunities  
Opportunity to connect directly with businesses as a mentor  

Do you have something in mind that’s not listed here? Contact us for further information and to discuss your brand’s key objectives.

Why work with us?
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Contact us to discuss opportunities and find out more:

Let’s talk

For information on directory listings, contact  

Rory Bourke, Marketing & Events Manager  
rory.bourke@weareumi.co.uk 

07881 805 642

For sponsorship enquiries, contact  

Leanne Miller, Senior Project Manager  
Leanne.miller@weareumi.co.uk 

07920 283 264

mailto:rory.bourke%40weareumi.co.uk?subject=
mailto:Leanne.miller%40weareumi.co.uk?subject=

